5/4/84 


Senator David Durenberger 
U • S • Senate 

V/ashington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Senator Durenbergert 

It is a good thing for the country that you have taken tixue to learn first-h/md 
the aeriouiiness of the problems of Liitin America and that you have tried to bring 
reason and purpose to our policy towatd that area. I appreciate this and the tiioe 
you took for your thoughtful response to my l^)tter. 

We are in substantial agreement, although I do disagree tjiat we should sup[X) 3 Tt 

the cntras. V/e can't undo t)ie past and most of tliem represent the hated regime we 

fixed on Nicaragua. Supporting them in any way alienates not the present government 
as much as moat Nicaraguans and we can accomplish nothing that way* 

While I do not believe that the comin^c elections in Honduras and 111 Sxilvador 
can or will have the results you anticipate, at this point in your remarks of the 
26th you correctly and succinctly state what our hope should be, that "genuinely 
representative governments ... con evolve (d) over time into full-fledged demo- 
cracies*,," 

There is no way we can impoi^e this growth on those countries and if they are to 

evolve full-fledged democracies we must suffer each to do tliis in its rwn way as it 

sees its way* We must not intervene politically or economically bec;ause if we do we 
will drive them into other hands* If we leave them alone they will grow into what we 
can accept as democratic governments. No people wants any kind of dictatorship, of 
either extreme. But if we require them to look elsewhere for asf3istance we leave them 
no real choice. We've made this mistake too often. If we keep repeating it we assure 
the opposite of the hope you expressed so clearly. 

Their poverty and lack of capital may lead them to some economic policies that 
differ from ours but we find, for example, that some state ownership in countries 
like England and France are no barrier to friendship with us. 

We revolted against Engl.jid, but does it have a better friend today t or has 
it had a better friend since then? 

As long as we arm them we prepare them for dictatorships. Nobody will invade 
them if we state we will prevent it* And they can't afford their military* 

We damage our own interests by any kind of intervention, in those countries, 
in .tho rest of liatin America and throughout the world* 

If we let each country take its own road and provide the help each desperately 
ne^da we will have earned and will hold their friendship and support. We will have 
their respect, that of the rest of the world, and our own. 


Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21701 






